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Abstract: Mohism analyzes the source and cognitive results of knowledge,
including the cognizing subject’s capabilities, the role and types of cognition,
the object of cognition, and the results and purposes of cognition. Correct
knowledge requires correspondence between name and reality. The purpose
of cognition is to identify the content of what is known and to practice the
principles known. Therefore, Mohists pay special attention to “the practice
of knowledge” inherent to “enacting knowledge.” There is a close
relationship between “knowing” and “doing,” which also includes the
processes of thinking, expression, or argumentation. Each stage in each
process may also affect the breadth and depth of the connotations associated
with what is “known.”

This article explores from a Mohist “enacting knowledge” perspective
various factors in the development process from “knowledge” to “action’:

99¢¢

“thought,” “ambition,” speech,” and “learning.” This exploration includes
the obtaining of cognitive information, the conceptual structuring of thought
content, understanding the relationship between thought content and their
respective causes, anticipation and discernment of the development of
events, and establishing the will and enacting practical actions. The “thought
unit” research method will be used to analyze the “knowledge to action”
process of various actions recorded in The Mozi, analyze how these
processes operate, reconstruct the Mohist “theory of knowledge and action,”
and provide reflections on possible applications of Mohist theory to modern

life.

Keywords: Knowledge, thought, ambition, words, action, enacting

knowledge, thought unit
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