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Abstract: Althowsh Hannah Arendt pained prominence with The Ongins of
Totaltarisnizm in 1551, zhe remained largely overlooked in Ismel public
and academic circles wnnl the late 1990s, with the 1961 Eichmann trial
mng 3= apivotal factor in this mersinalieation. However, when Fichmann

m Jeruzslem was first transiated into Hebrew in 2000, followed by
tra:.sfaunns of her other major works, Arendt began to receive increasing
attention in the Hebrew-speaking world. Walter Lagoeur characterized thiz
phenomencn a3 the "Arendt Cult, " which revealed Izrael’s current cosiz-and
iz prezung need for intellectual leadership.

The teason Arendt 15 revered tn post-Ziomist circles 12 not only that
she was a major 20th century Jewish thinker but also beczuse she
contmuopsly reflected on Jewish soversignty and Ziopiem She first
criticized nationalism  and further oppozed the Jewish nationalizm bazed on
secular assumptions, while hizhlizhting the uniguensss of the Jewish people
and how the Jéwish sation shoold engage wath the world. Notably, she
belizved the Jewizh people’s suffering bepan when they abandoned the
valpes of theiwr relipion Judifh Butler argues that Arendt derived political
principles for the secular political domain from the Jewrish religions tradition-
political life should ba melozne not execlusive.

This srticla will gtart from “The Enlightenment snd the Fewnzh
Question” to uaveill Arendt's reflections on Jewish-modemity and attempt 1o
dizcover the connection between her philozophical concern for the political
Other, her imagmation of co-existence; and the Jewash tradition

Keywords: Ziomsm, Jewish tradstion. Matwonabsm_ Coexsstence,
Modemity
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